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The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 40-54 and 57-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time 
the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The description 
of the invention as set forth on page 13, lines 1-6 and 10-13, of exhibit A is not 
understood. It is unclear how the bolt T-shaped head portion as shown in fig. 2 
correspond to the T-shaped head portion as shown in fig. 1 to enable a clear 
understanding of the sides of the T-shaped head that are wedge shaped. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 40-54,57-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 40, it appears that it is a 
scaffold that would comprise a tubular scaffold element and visa versa, as stated. It 
is unclear what are the followings; the complementary portions, as set forth in 
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claim 42, the contact areas which are complimentary to the contact surfaces, as set 
forth in claim 46, the bevel limiting edges widening towards the threads, as set 
forth in claim 46, the portion on a lowest point for fitting on the T-shaped head, as 
set forth in claim 57, and the complementary thickness, as set forth in claim 59. in 
claim 58 it is unclear which of the T-shaped head or bell the limitation "contact 
surfaces" is referring to. The phrase "the support surfaces", as set forth in claim 52, 
lacks antecedent basis. It is unclear what is the claimed shape of the T-shaped 
head, as set forth in claim 44. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 40 and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by either UK pat. '904 to Davies or Burton. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Davies in view of Parma et al. Davies shows the claimed apparatus with the 
exception of the shape of the T-shaped head. Parma shows a wedge-shape (66) T- 
shaped head (60) and corresponding recess. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the T-shaped 
head 16 and recess 15 of Davies to comprise a wedge shape and complementary 
shaped recess, as taught by Parma, to enable a secure seating of his T-shaped head 
in the recess. 

Claims 41-54, and 57-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

i 

unpatentable over Burton in view of Parma et al. Burton shows the claimed 
apparatus with the exception of the shape of the T-shaped head. Parma shows a 
wedge-shape (66) T-shaped head (60) and corresponding recess, and further 
teaches the use of coating as a low friction means (column 6, lines 67,68). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the T-shaped head and recess of Burton to comprise a wedge 
shape and complementary shaped recess, as taught by Parma, to enable a secure 
seating of his T-shaped head in the recess, and to further comprise a coating, as 
taught by Parma, to facilitate gliding. To make the bolt of a softer material than the 
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brace wherein the bolt would be damaged before the brace, as such would be 
replaceable, would have been an obvious engineer expediency. 

Claims 55 and 56 have been withdrawn from further consideration pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected specie, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction 
(election) requirement in the reply filed on 7/15/04. 

Applicant's election with traverse of fig.2 in the reply filed on 7/15/04 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that (applicant did not state any 
reason for the traversal). This is not found persuasive because no reason was 
given. The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alvin C. Chin-Shue whose telephone number is 
703-308-2475. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 703-308-2686. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alvin C. Chin-Shue 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
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